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On 5 September I9)2, after less than two months of

marciege,Paul Bern, Hollywood writer, MGM director

and husband ofJean Harlow, the"blonde bombshell"

movie star, rvas found dead, an apparent suicide, at their

Beverly Hills home. Since Bern was nearly rwiceJean's

rge,their marilfiegewas already under scrutiny. When

news broke that a mysterious visitor that night had been

his"wife-'and notJean, headlines across America focused

on the mystery woman. Her name was Dorothy Millette

and she had been married to Bern for nearly ten years,

residing in New York City for most of that time. Days

after Bern's death, following an exhaustive search of the

Sacramentq River, Dorothy Milleae's body was found;

she had apparendy commiced suicide two days after Paul

byjumping from the steamer Delta KingBiographers for

Jean Harlow and Paul Bern have called Dorothy enig-

Jor a continuation, see page 2
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Adele Roddy as Dorothy Millette:
A Motion Picture Case Stu dy
Contirued Jr om fr ont cot er

... headlines ocross America focused on the mystery wotnan, and became involved
J

matic, for they were not able to discover who
she was. But through closer examination of her
earlylife and associates, we can learn agreat
deal about her, enough to see that the part of
Dorothy Millette was actually being played by
Adele Roddy.

Chi ldhood in lndiana

Adele "Della' Roddy was the daughter
of William H. Roddy and Lillie N.Johnson,
born 15 March 1882 in Indianapolis,Indiana.r
William H. Roddy, born about 1851, and Lillie

Johnson, born about 1862, marcied in Inde-
pendence County, Arkansas 22June L879.2
William H. Roddy and wife Lillie N., resided
in Indianapolis for the births of two more chil-
dren after Adeler Viona"Ona'F. Roddy, born
21 October 1884/5, and Mary Roddy, born 1
May 7887 /8.3 In 1889, William was identified
as a laborer in the city directory but by 10 April
1889, Lillie had frled for divorce on complaint
of 'drunkenness, failure to provide and unfaith-
fulness."n Lillie claimed that in Ausust of 1888

four and Mary, one yeari's Divorce was granted
to Lilly on 2l June 1889 in Marion County,
Indiana Superior Court.6

Lillie Roddy, also known as Leillas, or Lilly

Johnson, found it hard to support three girls

the couple had agreed to :.:::: -r .: : :::::.:: i,i-:i: :,,i ,,= :

fT'.?:'::T::|0_'j?:' ... Liuiehadfitedfor divorce
tnat trme t(octctv was na-

I

bitually drunk and unfaith - on comptloint of "drunken.
ful, refusingto make ^f 

_, ness, failure to ytrouide and
provision for the custody of^h", 

thr"" daughters, D"il", unfaithfulnessl'
seven years of age; Oma, : .:.: i ::::::::.::::: ::::::::,:, .:

promised to divorce his wife, although that did

not happen. By February L894, Lillie had put
the girls in the temporary care of the Board of

Children's Guardians, and permanent custody
was granted to them in 1895.?The Board of
Children's Guardians was to "have supervision
over neglected and dependent children under

fifteen years of agel' AII three, Adele, Oma, and
Mary Roddft wecre under the organization's
care in 1895 and in their records until 1905.8

The girls'progress and indenture history

was recorded: Oma was still communicating
with her mother inJuly 1896 and was quickly
placed elsewhere out of concerns that her

mother would come for her; Della was in as
many as five different placements and in No-

vember 1895 she was reported as not attending
school, claiming to be sixteen years old, (when

she was thirteen), and lying, but she eventually
regained the Guardians'good faith as they felt

she was smart and so was sent to stenographer
school; Mary was fortunate to be in the same
household her entire time with the Board and

became a proEcient violinist.'
All the while the Roddy girls
kept in contact with each
other.

By 1900 the girls were
living in different households:
Adele, as'Addy" Roddy, was
a boarder in the HenryJ.

and Mary E. Whitmer household in Green
Township, St. Joseph County, Indiana;to Oma,

as "Viona" Roddy, was a servant in the Charles
Sample household in Warren Township,
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Marion County,Indiana; andMary Roddy was Paul listed himself as single on and offfor years
a boarder in the household of oliver and Emily during their,,marri agei,ts"
Staats in Helt Township, Vermillion County, Paul Bern, alro fno*n as paul Levy, was
Indiana'rr' '2 There is no evidence that the girls born 3 December 1889 in Wandsbeck, prussia
were ever returned to the care of their morher, and had migrated with his parents,Julius and
but there was a noration in their 6le: "Lillas Henrietta ("Hirsch) L*y to'th" US on the
Roddy was divorced from her husband W H. Pennsylvania.zoPaul lived in New york City
Roddy & afterward married a Swede [and wasJ *h"r" he appeared in the New york 1900,
renamed Lilly Hade... [she died and] was a 190 5, and 1910 censuses.rl When he 6rst ap-
morphine 6end as was also w. H. Roddy. Mr. plied for naturalization in 1910, he listed his
Barrett her attorney says she became dement- occupation as author.z2 In 1911, paul gradu-
ed. He is looking up an esrate on the pacific 

"t"d 
frorn the American Academy of Dramatic

Coast in which it is said the Roddy girls have a Arts (AADA), adopted rhe surname Bern, and
sharel'lr began travelingwith acting *o.rp", that toured
Dorothy Roddy and Her Sisters the country. Many accounts srate that Paul

. within a few years the Roddy girts had , *#ir?xil:11,il:lll#;:::*,:1,,5tbecome srenographers, residing in Indian_apolis. ; ,; iil 2 in theAADA.rlviona marriedJohn H' Henselman on 22July 
' ' 

ilJiteller 6red for divorce from7904tt+ Mary married Charles C. Mnier
1 8 october Ls 0 5. l5Adele, known * o",".lr,y *Ji"",1r.;ll,"5:;.'"::l? l*il,'""Jj,ilRoddy, married Lowell Mellett on22June 

"b"idorr"d 
plaintifffor more than one year

f,TJ_.;.il* ffi?":';]ifi:T';|j5f I",;Fl;; borothy,s Seattre tawyerresponded
man moved to Portland, oregon ",'a "pp"1,"1 [ih:::nl?lH'r?11;il:i;:i:'
there in the 1910 census while Dorothy moved
to Tacoma, washington, where :: : .j..,:: with. the stip,ulation that both

her husband Loweliwas a locar paul took out seueral i,:Hfi:tir;?:ilf;H::'newspaper reporrer.rt Lowell and ,:r-
Dorothy Meller *.r.;;i;;; liJe insurqnce policies some sources state that Paul
from 1910 to lgr2,accord.ing q.t this titne ... 

and.Dorothy married in 7974
while later court cases srateto the city directories. Although . : :. ,

her married name was Mellett' Dorothy used from 1911 forward-bur these dares conflict"Millette" consistently and that spelling aPPears with the divorce date for Dorothy.2. paul tookin the records most often. In l912,Vionas-hus- ;;;;liirr" ,r.,r,rr"nce policies at this timsbandJohn Henselman passed away and' soon some of which may have been purchasedafter, Mona moved to California.r8 while he was living in Glens Falls, New york;
Dorothy Miflette and Paul Bern Woonsocket, Rhode Island; and Wilmington,

Most accounrs state that paul Bern met Delaware, all places the troupe toured.rr years

Dorothy Roddy Millette in 1911 and that they later itwas inferred that Dorothy was identi-
lived as man and wife from rhat point for*^rd,i,, hed as his wife and heir in these life insurance
in spite of the fact that there are several docu- Pollcres.'o
ments which dont match these accounts, such Although no actual marriage record has
as the fact rhat Dorothy's divorce from Lowelt been.located in any earlier residences for rhe
Mellett was nor finalized.until 1913 and that couple, by February, I9I7 paulstated on his
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Jean Harlow and Paul Bern. (Photo source: www.doctormacro.com)

naturalization application that he was married
to Dorothy and that she had been born 16
March 1889 in France, a birthplace ficdon that
all of the Roddy girls would ultimately adopt.ze
Known as Paul and Dorothy Bern, the couple
resided in Manhattan for the L920 census and
identified themselves as married, a director and
actress.r0 It was suggested that Paul's mother,
upset about Paul living with a woman outside
his faith, committed suicide 15 September
7920,but the death was officially ruled an
accident.st Soon after, according to several
researchers, Dorothy had a mental breakdown
and was committed to Blythewood Sani-
tarium for about eight months, and then lived
for years, until May 1932, at. the Algonquin
Hotel in New York Ciry."
Meanwhile, Dorothy's
sister Viona married in
King County, Washington,
to Herbert E. Hessler on
8 April 1932but returned
to her California residence
afterward.)t

The year that Paul and
Dorothy supposedly met
and began living together,
1911, was the same year

::j' = 
but what is known is that after

Tbe year tbat Paul and somerhing occurred, referred

Dorotby sryry)osedly lnet to in a suicide note toJean as

and began tiuing tigether, ;:kffi"j:J::l'::."5
7977, wos tbe sdme .Veaf gunshot wound, according to

that Hoflean " 
- 

' the coroner's report'olNews
r7'arrcw quickly spread of 

".ou"r-..p
Carptenter, olso known as and a secret wife, and newsPa-
r . -  r r  . r .  t . - . . . -  p e r a c c o u n t s a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y

JeOn  I7 .C t f  r cWt  WAS OOfn  . . .  7^^ . - ^ -  |  . r  D  r .

that Harlean Harlow Carpenter, also
known asJean Hadow, was born, on
3 March, in Kansas City, Missouri.sa
Harlean took on her mother's maiden
name when she began her movie ca-
reer and by the time she married Bern
in 1932 had starred in twenty-nine
6lms, includ ing Hell's An gels, P ubli c
Enemy withJames Cagney, Platinum
Blonde, and Red-Headed Woman.'s

Jean Harlow and Paul were acquaint-
ed as early as 1930 when he escorted
her to the opening of Hell's Angels,
and the two often worked together.
Paul's M.G.M. connections probably
got her better parts in movies.36

Tangled Refat ionships

Paul moved to California from New York
City around 1925.In 1926,he took a trip to
Hawaii where he identified himself on the
manifest as single as he also did in 1930.3? In
1932,he produced Grand Hotel and Dorothy
apparently moved to Sacramento where she
resided in a hotel from May 1932 untilher
death.38 On 2 July 1932, Paul Bern- claiming
to be single and registering his first mar-
riage-married Harlean Carpenter McGrew
in Los Angeles, with Irving Thalberg and Irene
(Mayer) Selnick as witnesses.3e Interestingly,
Paul wrote a revised version of his will that
same month.ao

The events on the evening of 5 September
1932have been discussed bv manv authors,
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while reporters tried to 6nd more information

on the woman, Dorothy Millette.a'Some ac-
counts said that Dorothy had moved from New
York to Sacramento. Two days later, Dorothy
Millette jumped to her death from the Delta
King,a? She was not found for several days. At

this time Dorothvi sister Vona lived in Alam-

5

eda County, California while
her other sister Mary was in
Hancock Counry, Ohio.aa

The public county ad-
ministrator in Sacramento
sought relatives of Dorothy
for the few possessions that
she had left on the Delta
Kingbut her body remained
unclaimed.a5 Dorothy's estate

News quickly sq)rea.d of 6

couer-uf, and a secretwife,

and newsp6[)er accounts
across the country focused
on tbe Bern sr.ticide ...

Dorothyt remaining sister Viona Hessler died
in Oakland, California.53

Setting the Record Straight

Known for her death and her connection
to a Hollywood conspiracy, much of the life
and parentage of Dorothy Millette has been
unknown and treated as a mystery for years. By

following Dorothy's associates,
specifically her siblings, it has
been possible to establish that
her true identity was Adele
Roddy, a foster child from
Indianapolis, Indiana.
You may reacb tbe submitter ot
d orci ep o sz@ b o tn oil. c o m.
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was entered into court 27 September 1932.a6
On 4 February 7933, Dorothy's sister Mary,
now Mary Flartrauft, passed away from breast
cencer in Ohio.nT'n8

It was assumed that Paul Bern had money
and, that if Dorothy Millette was the rightful
wife of Paul, that her heirs would receive their
portion. Paul's will had been revised after his
marriage toJean and left all to her, but there
was not much.ae In 1934, whenJean was
dubbed one of the highest paid stars in Holly-
wood by Motion Picture Herald, Herman Koch,
the public county administrator of Sacramento,
suedJean on behalf of Dorothy's sister Viona
and the estate of deceased sister Mary Har-
trauft, for half of the life insurance policies that
Paul had taken out in the 1910s.50 Half was
estimated tobe $24,000 and Koch claimed that
since Dorothy and Paul were never divorced,
the money should be awarded to Dorothy's
heirs.5rJean had an excellent lawyer and nearly
every claim was stricken until the case was
dropped completely.

Jean went on to make many more movies,
but on 7 June \937 at the age of twenty-six, she
died of acute nephritis from kidney failure.s'
The funeral is said to have been one of Holly-

wo o d's mo st extrav agant. S eventeen day s later,

Endnotes for Adele Roddy as Dorothy Mil-
lette: A Motion Picture Cose Study
l. "Indiana Marriages, 17 80-1992:' FamilySearch

(hcp://www.familysearch.org, accessed 29 J'iy
2015), entry for Lowell Mellett and Dorothy Roddy,
Marion County, 22 June 1907; "New York, Natural-
izarion Records, 1882 - 19 44 : An c e str y (hup : I / w w w.
ancestry.com, accessed 29 July 2015), ertry for Paul

Levy, 5 February 1917, Petition for Naturalization;
"Notes from the dockets," The Indianapolis (Indiana)

Journal, 10 April 1889, p. 5, col.4; Hoosier State
Cbronicles (http:/ /newspapers.library,in,gov, accessed
29 JuLy 2015), Indiana's Digital Historic Newspaper
Program. A synthesis ofthe records poinrs to the as-

sertion that the day and month are consistent but the
year ofbirth is reduced over the years.

2. 
'Arkansas, 

Counry Marriages, 1877 -1957 i' FamilySe-
ar cb (hnp : / / www. fam ilys earch.org acces se d 29 Jr;Jy
2015), entry for William H Roddy and LiliaJohn-

son, 22 June 1879, Independence County, Arkansas;
cit ing FHL I,288,647, p.L52.
"U.S. City Directories, 182I-1,989i Ancestry
(http : / /www. ancestry.com, accessed 29 July 20 15),
entry for William H Roddy, 1889, Indianapolis,

Indiana;" Notes from the dockets," Tbe Indianapolis
(Indiana)Journal,IO April 1889, p. 5,co'l.4; Indiana

Works Progress Administration,Index to birth
records Marion Count!, 1882-1920, inclusive,4 vols.,
1939), Volume3.'Ihere were no entries for the

Roddy girls.
"U.S. Ciry Directories, L82I-1989: Ancesrry,
entry for William H Roddy, 1889, Indianapolis,

Indianai'New suits 6ledi' Tbe Indianapolis (Indiana)
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